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（     ）1.经厦门大学保密委员会审查核定的保密学位论文，于   
年  月  日解密，解密后适用上述授权。 
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There are complicated disputes regarding the maritime delimitation among China 
and the neighboring countries in the areas of Yellow Sea, East China Sea and South 
China Sea.  The Chinese government intended to delimit such sea areas through 
negotiations in a long time， however, such position might cause that the relevant 
maritime delimitations cannot be completed for a long period, so as to incur some 
disadvantages.  In addition to negotiation, the legal method was also usually used to 
settle the disputes of maritime delimitation.  This Paper is trying to preliminarily 
review the feasibility for settling the disputes regarding maritime delimitation faced by 
China through legal method and the relevant detailed approaches, for the purpose of 
benefiting the final settlement of such disputes. 
Chapter 1 of this Paper will outline the disputes of maritime delimitation in 
respective sea area of China and the current status of the settlement process, the 
positions of the relevant countries regarding the maritime delimitation will also be 
introduced.   
Chapter 2 reviews the practice to settle the disputes of maritime delimitation 
through legal method in the international community so far.  Using legal method to 
solve the maritime delimitation disputes has the benefits of high efficiency, effective and 
non-political etc.  After 40 years practices, the international rules, the method for 
delimitation and relevant circumstance adopted by the ICJ or tribunals had been stable 
and predictable to some extent.   
Chapter 3 of this Paper discusses the feasibility for settling the disputes of maritime 
delimitation through legal method respectively in three sea areas of China.  For Yellow 
Sea, China should try to solve the dispute with North Korea and South Korea by 
negotiations, however if the mutual consent cannot be reached, such dispute could also 
be solved through the legal method.  For the East China Sea, China shall do some 
preparation for the legal method, so that the dispute can be submitted to the court or 
tribunal when necessary.  Assuming to solve the dispute through legal method, the final 
boundary line may locate between the median line and the Okinawa Trough.  For the 















the long-term strategic relationship between China and Southeast Asia countries.  There 
might be some questions and risks if the legal method is adopted to settle the disputes of 
maritime delimitation, however, some measures can be taken to mitigate such risks. This 
Paper compares some legal methods, such as ICJ, arbitration and ITLOS, in Chapter 4   
finally.  Among such methods, the arbitral proceeding can be more influenced and 
controlled by the relevant countries which could be used to settle the disputes of 
maritime delimitation of China in the initial stage.  
 




























缩略语表  Abbreviations 
 
EEZ 
Exclusive Economic Zone 
专属经济区 
ITLOS 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea 
国际海洋法法庭 
ICJ 
International Court of Justice 
国际法院 
PCA 
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Shelf Case 
Aegean Sea Continental Shelf Case (Greece v. Turkey),  
Request for the Indication of Interim Measures of Protection,  
Order of 11 September 1976  
http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=3&code= 
gt&case=62&k=81 
Arbitral Award Case 
Case Concerning the Arbitral Award of 31 July 1989 
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Case between Barbados and the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago,  
Award of 11 April 2006 
http://www.pca-cpa.org/showpage.asp?pag_id=1152 
Black Sea Case 
Case Concerning Maritime Delimitation in the Black Sea 
(Romania v. Ukraine),  




Case Concerning the Land and Maritime Boundary between 
Cameroon and Nigeria (Cameroon v. Nigeria: Equatorial 
Guinea Intervening), 




Award of the Arbitral Tribunal in the Second Stage of the 


















Arbitration Tribunal for the Delimitation of the Maritime 
Boundary between Guinea and Guinea-Bissau,  
Award of 14 February 1985  
International Legal Materials, 1986, 25 (2) 
Guyana-Suriname Case 
Case between Guyana and Suriname,  
Award of 17 September 2007  
http://www.pca-cpa.org/showpage.asp?pag_id=1147 
Jan Mayen Case 
Case Concerning Maritime Delimitation in the Area between 
Greenland and Jan Mayen (Denmark v. Norway),  
Judgment of 14 June 1993  
http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=3&code= 
gjm&case=78&k=e0 
Land Reclamation Case 
Case Concerning Land Reclamation by Singapore in and 
around the Straits of Johor (Malaysia v. Singapore), 
Request for the Prescription of Provisional Measures 
under Article 290, Paragraph 5, of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 




Case Concerning the Continental Shelf (Libyan Arab 
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Case Concerning Delimitation of the Maritime Boundary in 
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Constituted by the Order Made by the Court on 20 January 
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Malaysia-Singapore Case 
Case Concerning Sovereignty over Pedra Branca/Pulau Batu 
Puteh, Middle Rocks and South Ledge (Malaysia/Singapore), 




Case Concerning Territorial and Maritime Dispute between 
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Judgment of 8 October 2007  
http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=3&code= 
nh&case=120&k=14 
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Shelf Cases 
North Sea Continental Shelf Cases (Federal Republic of 
Germany/Denmark; Federal Republic of 
Germany/Netherlands),  
Judgment of 20 February 1969  
http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=3&code= 
cs2&case=52&k=cc 
Pulau Ligitan & 
Sipadan Case 
Case Concerning Sovereignty over Pulau Ligitan and Pulau 
Sipadan (Indonesia v. Malaysia) (Merits) 




Case Concerning Maritime Delimitation and Territorial 
Questions between Qatar and Bahrain (Qatar v. Bahrain),  
Merits, Judgment of 16 March 2001  
http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=3&code= 
qb&case=87&k=61 
St. Pierre and Miquelon 
Case 
Court of Arbitration for the Delimitation of Maritime Areas 
between Canada and France: 
Decision in Case Concerning Delimitation of Maritime Areas 















International Legal Materials, 1992, 31 (5) 
Tunisia-Libya Case 
Continental Shelf Case (Tunisia/Libya),  





Case Concerning the Delimitation of the Continental Shelf 
between the United Kingdom and France,  
Award of 30 June 1977  
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